CHAPTER VII

SERVICE   UNDER   PORTER   AND   A   CRUISE  TO   CHINA

1866-1870

AFTER arrival home in April, 1866, for a brief respite with
his family, the writer was ordered to the training-ship Sabine,
at New London, but this service being not to his taste, he was
ordered to the Naval Academy during the month of August. In
July he had been promoted to the grade of lieutenant-commander
for service during the Civil "War. The academy was then un-
der the superintendeney of Vice-Admiral D. D. Porter, a dis-
tinguished officer of the Civil "War and a prominent figure in the
country. The first year of service was in the department of
discipline, the two last years in the department of modern lan-
guages. During the summer of 1867 the writer was ordered as
a watch and division officer of the sloop-of-war Dale, Lieutenant
Commander Richard W. Meade commanding. This cruise in-
cluded Cherbourg, France.

Admiral Farragut was then in command of the European
station, and his flagship Franklin and several other vessels of his
command were anchored in the harbor when the practice squad-
ron, composed of the Macedonian, Savannah and Dale, arrived.
The addition of these vessels constituted an imposing force.

It was in this year, on July 19th, that the unfortunate Maxi-
milian was executed by the Mexicans at Queretaro. The court
of France was in mourning on that account, but notwithstand-
ing this fact, the French imperial yacht, with her Majesty the
Empress Eugenie on board, came into the harbor. Salutes were
fired, the ships were dressed with flags and the yards were
manned on all ships in port in honor of her visit. Admiral Far-
ragut and his staff paid a visit of courtesy to the Empress. The
day following the Empress paid a return visit to the Franklin,

63situation was explained to the commander, and the Amer-
